
Members Assembly
(Global Board)

The Global Partnership for Zero Leprosy (GPZL) operates through a
series of thematic workstreams or “pillar groups” that drive its
strategy toward a world without leprosy. Each workstream brings
together global experts, affected communities, implementing
partners, and other stakeholders to collectively address key
dimensions of leprosy elimination. 

Approach: We coordinate action in

three areas

Accelerating research in new

diagnostic and therapeutic tools,

interventions, and strategies to

interrupt leprosy transmission,

prevent disability, and end

discrimination and stigma.

Partnering with national leprosy

programs to identify and scale

up best practices while

supporting country-led planning

to reach zero leprosy.

Increasing advocacy to prioritize

leprosy internationally and

mobilizing resources needed to

reach zero leprosy.

About GPZL

Mission: The Global Partnership for

Zero Leprosy facilitates alignment of

the leprosy community and

accelerates effective collaborative

action towards the goal of zero

leprosy.

The Vision
Towards
Zero
Leprosy

The Global Partnership for Zero Leprosy (GPZL) is a coalition committed to ending leprosy, also known as
Hansen’s disease. Our members include individuals and organizations who share our triple-zero vision of
no disease, no disability, and no discrimination or stigma.

Vision: We envision a world with

zero leprosy: no disease, no disability,

and no discrimination or stigma

GPZL Workstreams

The Research Acceleration Pillar Group provides strategic leadership on
aligning, coordinating, and advancing global research efforts aimed at
achieving zero leprosy transmission. It acts as a convening platform for
scientists, researchers, and implementing partners to identify research
gaps, prioritize studies, and ensure that evidence generated translates
into policy and practice. 

The Diagnostic Working Group is focused on advancing the development
and implementation of effective diagnostic tools for leprosy. This group
brings together technical experts, product developers, and public health
stakeholders to guide research and innovation in diagnostics, including
defining diagnostic needs, setting product development priorities, and
promoting field validation. 
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Objective 1: 
Facilitate the
implementation and
scaling-up of existing
and new tools to
interrupt
transmission.

Objective 2: Align
and accelerate
research with a focus
on zero transmission

Objective 3: Prioritize
people and their rights

in our zero leprosy
efforts.

Objective 4: Brand
Building and Resource

Mobilization.

Strategy 1: 
Collaborate with WHO to
convene international and
in-country stakeholders to
align on deployment and
scale-up of tools to
interrupt transmission.

Strategy 3: Work
together with LRI and
in collaboration with
WHO to build
consensus on, and
mobilize resources for,
critical research to
interrupt transmission

Strategy 5: Promote a person-centered approach to
leprosy services in endemic countries.

Strategy 6: To strengthen GPZL’s global brand and
secure sustainable funding from public and private

sectors to achieve zero transmission.

Strategy 2: Work with
country governments
and international and
local partners to map
leprosy and bring
deployment of tools to
interrupt transmission 

Strategy 

Strategy 4: In
collaboration with LRI,
steer researchers,
investors and
developers on the path
towards zero
transmission research
and development
priorities

GPZL 2024-2026 Priorities
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Contact us 
Global Partnership for Zero Leprosy (GPZL)
9 route des Jeunes, 1227 Geneva, Switzerland
email: admin@zeroleprosy.org

Country Partnership Pillar Group

The Country Partnership Pillar Group serves as the
primary mechanism for engaging national leprosy
programs and facilitating technical support to
countries. It works closely with Ministries of Health,
WHO, and other stakeholders. 

.

This group ensures that the voices, rights, and needs
of people affected by leprosy are central to GPZL’s
work. 

Developed the Zero Leprosy Toolkit featuring 30 global best practices.
Created a Patient’s Checklist outlining rights and responsibilities in leprosy
care.
Implemented the Zero Leprosy Country Model with roadmaps in 9 countries.
Issued guidance on addressing leprosy challenges during the COVID-19
pandemic.
Published two Target Product Profiles (TPPs) for leprosy diagnostic tools.
Piloted the Self-Guided Country Model in Ethiopia and Guam.
Organised the Zero Transmission Symposium in Norway.
Activated the Prioritising People Pillar Group.
Formed three technical working groups: Diagnostic Working Group, MDT
Supply Chain Working Group, and the SDR-PEP Working Group.
Completed global mapping of organizations led by individuals with lived
experience of leprosy.
Created 10 core policies to guide GPZL operations.
Registered GPZL as a Non-Profit Association in Geneva, Switzerland.
Initiated the establishment of the National Leprosy Programme Managers
Network.
Initiated the Think Tank Development for Global Resource Mobilization.
Commenced MDT supply chain challenges assessment in four countries.

Be Part of Us
Join the Global Partnership for Zero Leprosy and be part of

a growing community committed to ending leprosy
worldwide. Your voice, expertise, and action matter.
Together, we can achieve a world with zero leprosy.
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Achievements Publications

MDT Supply Chain Assessment Working
Group

This working group is tasked with identifying and
addressing bottlenecks in the supply chain for Multi-
Drug Therapy (MDT), which is critical to leprosy
treatment. 

SDR - PEP Working Group

The Single-Dose Rifampicin Post-Exposure
Prophylaxis (SDR-PEP) Working Group supports the
rollout and scale-up of PEP to prevent leprosy
transmission.
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